
 

 

 

Spanish 1 
2019-2020 

Teacher: Jay Fermin 
Email:    jfermin@msd134.org 
Phone: 208-585-6657 Ext. 2090 
Teacher Website:  TBA 
School Website: http://mhs.msd134.org/ 

 

Course Description 
In Spanish 1 we will be learning the basics of the language and about the people and their 
culture using Santillana We will be covering the following topics plus many more: greetings, 
describing people and things, classroom information, family. You will learn about grammar, how 
to conjugate verbs in the Present Tense and Past Tense. We will also be discussing cultural 
notes like holidays, significant days in Hispanic culture and ways of life. 

 

Course Objectives 
At the end of the year you will be able to read, write and talk about yourself using the basics of 
the language. Learning a language can be a lifelong experience. In this class you will be 
building a foundation that will allow you to build skills through taking higher level courses. 
Along with learning the language, its grammar and vocabulary, you will be learning about the 
people that speak Spanish. There is more to a people than just their language. They have a 
culture that makes them unique. We will be learning about different countries and what makes 
them unique. 

 

Course Units 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Unit 1: Mexico 
-Subject pronouns 
-Ser, Estar & Tener 
-Adjectives 
-Expressing possession 
 
Unit 2: Puerto Rico 
-Nouns 
-Articles (agreement) 
-Expressing existence 
    (Haber) 
-Expressing location 
-Present tense -ar, -er, 
-ir verbs 
-Expressing obligation  
    (Tener que + inf. 
      Hay que + inf.) 
-Adverbs  

Unit 3: Guatemala 
-Stem changing verbs 
-Ir 
-Gustar 
-Demonstratives 
-Comparisons 
-Stem-changing verbs 
(o-ue) 
Unit 4: Perù 
-Adverbs of quantity 
-Expressing want, 
preference and rejection 
(querer and preferir) 
-Irregular yo 
-DOP and IOP 
-Stem changing verbs  
(e-i) 

Unit 5: España 
-oìr, ver, oler, decir 
-Reflexive verbs 
-verb doler 
-Sentirse 
-Affirmative tù 
commands 
Unit 6: E.E. U.U. 
-Aff. tù cont. 
-Ir +a + infinitive 
-present progressive 
-present participle 
-Stem changing 
(u-ue) 

Unit 7: Argentina 
-Preterite tense (-ar, -er, 
-ir verbs) 
-Time markers in past 
-Preterite tense of Ir and 
Ser 
-Negative commands 
Unit 8: Chile 
-Expressing cause (por 
and porque) 
-Expressing quantity 
-Decir and hacer 
-Irregular preterites 
-Expressing permission 
and prohibition  
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Materials 
 
* Pen/pencil (something to write with). 
* Notebook with paper to write on. 
* Eagerness to learn a language. 

 

Skyward Grading 
Score Method Term Grades 

(MHS Policy) 
Grading Scale 
(MHS Policy) 

Total Points 
 
 

Fall 
Quarter 1=40% 
Quarter 2=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 
 
Spring 
Quarter 3=40% 
Quarter 4=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 

A=90%-100% 
B=80%-89% 
C=70%-79% 
D=60%-69% 
F=Below 60% 

 
 

Make-Up Work (MHS Policy) 
Papers, assignments, tests, etc. that were announced while the student was in attendance prior 
to the absence are due to be submitted or completed on the day the student returns to school. A 
student will be allowed two (2) school days for each day of excused absence to make up 
material presented during the absence. Make-up time is not to exceed ten (10) days from the 
time a student returns to school after an absence. Additional time may be granted at the 
principal's discretion under extenuating circumstances. When a student has been absent for 
three (3) or more consecutive school days due to illness or excused absence the parent or 
student may call the Attendance Office to request make-up homework be sent to the office for 
pick-up. Please allow 24 hours for teachers to respond before coming to the office to pick up 
work. In the case of pre-arranged absences, it is the responsibility of the student to 
contact individual teachers for any make-up work prior to the absence.  

 

Late Work 
Late work is accepted. 

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 
* Be respectful (Listen to teacher, listen to presenters, raise hand….). 
* Be ready to work (Have notebook, something to write with, have assignments….). 
* Be on time (Be in seat before the bell rings. Go to locker & bathroom before class starts). 
* NO CELL PHONES 
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Discipline 
Loss of participation points. (3 points are given each day. You will lose 1 point for each tardy 
and all 3 points for being absent. If you are not in class then you are not participating therefore 
you will lose those points. Talking out of turn, disrespectful to the teacher or other students, and 
cell phones out will result in a loss of participation points. 
Warning 
Contact parent- email or phone call 
Parent meeting with teacher/administrator 

 

Academic Integrity (MHS Policy) 
All work submitted by a student must represent his/her own ideas, concepts, and current 
understanding. All material found during research must be correctly documented/cited to avoid 
plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on course assignments or exams will 
lose credit for that assignment or exam. The teacher will notify parents. Students may be 
subject to disciplinary action, including a parent conference. 

 

Student & Parent Resources 
School Website: http://mhs.msd134.org/ 
 

 

Other Information 
Google translate is not accurate. I know when you use it. DO NOT USE IT!! 
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